
European 
Explorers 
A Make and Take Study Guide 

This is a set of materials to use with students as you 
study the European Explorers: Christopher Columbus, 
Juan Ponce deLeon, Christopher Newport and Jacques 
Cartier.  Students create a make and take study guide 

that includes a title page that they can decorate, a map 
to chart the routes, pictures to use on card pockets, 
information cards and song sheets for each explorer.   

This set covers the Virginia  Third Grade SOL for 
European Explorers.  Visit my blog: 

thirdgradethinkers8@blogspot.com to see how I use 
these materials with my students.  
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A European Explorers  
Make and Take Study Guide 

The process in pictures… 

These are made with a simple 
file folder. I chose to use 

colored ones. Students 
decorate their covers to 

show what they have learned.  

They use four different colored 
pieces of yarn or wikki sticks to 

show the routes of the 
explorers. I don’t have them glue 
them down. They use it over and 
over while they practice showing 

the routes.   

The pockets are made by 
cutting regular letter 

envelopes in half and gluing 
them down. They glue the 
pictures and names of the 

explorers on the four 
pockets.  

The class fills 
out the fact 

cards together. 
They can then be 
used as matching 

cards as 
students study 
the information.  

The students can 
also practice the 

material by 
singing the 

songs. This sheet 
is glued to the 

back.  



European 
Explorers 

 

By: __________________________ 



Explorer Map 
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Use this map to trace the routes of : 
Columbus, Ponce deLeon, Cartier and Newport 

Use the grid map above to record the location of the following places: 
England ________        France __________    Spain  __________ 
Bahamas ________       Florida __________    Virginia _________    Quebec _______ 



Juan Ponce de Leon Christopher Columbus Christopher Newport Jacques Cartier 

Jacques Cartier Jacques Cartier 






















